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A special end-of-year message

Wópila táŋka — profound thanks — to our donors and supporters for your steadfast commitment 
to restoring Buffalo to Native lands. As we honor the sacred season of the Winter Solstice — 
when we carry one another forward in the returning light — we reflect on the immense progress 
made possible by your generosity

Drawing from Lakota values and the vision of Tanka Fund, your partnership breathes renewed 
life into our culture, our communities, and the land itself. By bringing Buffalo home, we honor 
our ancestors and create a healthier, more sustainable future for generations to come.

Your unwavering support is a living example of what can be achieved when we walk this path in 
unity. From all of us at Tanka Fund, we extend our deepest gratitude and look forward to another 
year of hope, resilience, and restoring our relatives to their rightful place.

Mitákuye Oyás’iŋ — We Are All Related The Tanka Team        
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This holiday season, we invite you to reflect with pride on something truly special – that 
you took an active role in helping Native students achieve their dreams through 
education. 

This time of year is often filled with a focus on family and connection. At the American 
Indian College Fund, we see the impact of your care and generosity every day. From 
the scholars earning their degrees to the dreams that are being realized, your belief in 
Native students creates ripples of change that extend far beyond the classroom. 

Thank you for being part of this incredible journey. Your commitment to education and the future 
of Native communities is something I hold close to my heart, and it is an honor to celebrate this 
season with you.

https://tankafund.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a83af9d0e93c2fa6784c1264&id=68574657be&e=cfbd22275f






13 Bizarre Christmas Laws You Never Knew Actually Existed

https://www.rd.com/list/bizarre-christmas-laws/?utm_placement=newsletter

Signs of Christmas
https://mvotd.com/christmas-vince-the-sign-guy-video_757d5bece.html?
mc_cid=4790fc47f2&mc_eid=ffc6455f15

How Johnny Marks, King of Christmas Hits, Made “Rudolph” a Classic

https://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2024/12/how-johnny-marks-king-of-christmas-hits-made-rudolph-a-classic/?
loclr=ealocb

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fblogs.loc.gov%2Floc%2F2024%2F12%2Fhow-johnny-marks-king-of-christmas-hits-made-rudolph-a-classic%2F%3Floclr=ealocb/1/01000193b60ba9ed-6a74c2ea-f971-4cf6-b9ad-0a0dfe3f4084-000000/Q7oUODZ9KKod_bovvFp1q9QOgpwy8BzMn19vwoIrWWU=383




13 Bizarre Christmas Laws You Never Knew Actually Existed

https://www.rd.com/list/bizarre-christmas-laws/?utm_placement=newsletter

Signs of Christmas
https://mvotd.com/christmas-vince-the-sign-guy-video_757d5bece.html?
mc_cid=4790fc47f2&mc_eid=ffc6455f15

• Iceland’s meanest Christmas tale involves Jólakötturinn, or the child-eating Yule Cat, 
who roams the Icelandic countryside on Christmas Eve attacking and eating children who 
fail to wear at least one new piece of clothing. Best behave.

• Every country has its own festive holiday traditions. Sweden’s particular tradition 
involves gathering around the squawk box on Christmas Eve to watch Donald Duck— a 
tradition that dates back to 1959.

https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JFZ8J5M3A74907TE27KC2RKC_3
https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JFZ8J5M3A74907TE27KC2RKC_4
https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JFZ8J5M3A74907TE27KC2RKC_4


Photo credit: NASA

Sharing the wonder

On December 24, 1968, Apollo 8 astronaut Bill Anders captured an image that had 
never been seen before in human history: the planet Earth rising above the horizon 
of the moon. 
  
Anders and fellow astronauts Frank Borman and James Lovell had traveled nearly a 
quarter million miles to orbit the moon but, at that moment, unexpectedly found 
themselves captivated by their home planet.

"Here we came to study that moon and yet, it was this gorgeous earth rise, this colorful, 
delicate-looking planet coming up that, in my view, was the most spectacular view of the 
whole flight." 

—Bill Anders

http://links.americanexperience.wgbh.org/u/click?_t=d580955bad7c4746b6352c3f5498d530&_m=f9750161716944b6baf163619a16b61c&_e=NQ5PhdJfqLlOzxpyVlUTPCe5bAmiXxJlKEiDQrdgdPAItJoVnVcRTRGYIiKzA9PIdSRqBeUS6YgSzmbW9jWGRovTaP1y-_MnmvrpNTZuyIVgoc73anrCkLO1_0ncWQB5usuQQTI7FbmxWPT8PAWOvPVSJzwEXhPcRevpbKHQNxsMksFPGHdF_CIG3nxvdLIgzFaLYT4Nvv4kYbEgzKyhY8kAfhTFVR9cTEe9KdA7ldk0yhMMbo35WHYezug10l-88IqZQWTddryhi6Dp7tyZEcQ-PcZMwHR1H8qmn1pXfCdS5cO5Gipgr6yJd2_QPLu61syNeAL3J8VYUnumNy7sJQ9p7dSIqRATkl-i1uLFrUo%3D
http://links.americanexperience.wgbh.org/u/click?_t=d580955bad7c4746b6352c3f5498d530&_m=f9750161716944b6baf163619a16b61c&_e=NQ5PhdJfqLlOzxpyVlUTPG3eq64SioxoZcXYU1nFNrwjbiA3nH13QD3x2-07p0zCa4ijbT2apI77VuKg_-u7D6yJnHUzVLOUothosS6Ic-_KNI9ClSzn3X_hI_qejSKqwHExbbTza2klk14F6lsdtJzvPhZCWZqPqsFBoJK1CyKXw2loG1e9V3BjGaXMFuO1i9Z93l2Hs6Jbj6Ja7XQbv_Gw_BeP7sZH-OKVLFWJfQKGuAmXWfQHym-B6jogwUzJk3XNGXANRfHLhXdCk0G9EFORcJ51KWlDK2kfNA3ueB25iJ7xLYPzda50bi9xTuFx5d6LRkg1y7uoqvu1rzLCYLBb8x5AT-_t2KwhWdphyZvLeUY-Dw8Bjx9KHOdcW-y0C9xBQbwZOOqJMFVXFAwLXldX-zI9AJdoz50GimnvATw%3D


May you enjoy this day of light reading, 
staying in pj’s, cooking or eating too much, 
feeling the warmth of family and friends, or  

taking naps,                                                      
counting your blessings, remembering there 
is so much for which to be grateful as well as 

so much to do!

So glad you are on this journey with me.

sdc

Back on Earth, an estimated one in four across the globe tuned in for a special 
Christmas Eve television broadcast from the crew. As they orbited the moon, 
Borman, Lovell, and Anders transmitted images of the lunar surface, before taking 
turns reading from the book of Genesis. 
  
As one of the most turbulent years in American history came to a close, astronauts 
from the first crewed mission to the moon gave the nation—and the world—a sense 
of perspective and hope.

WATCH THE EARTH RISE

http://links.americanexperience.wgbh.org/u/click?_t=d580955bad7c4746b6352c3f5498d530&_m=f9750161716944b6baf163619a16b61c&_e=NQ5PhdJfqLlOzxpyVlUTPG3eq64SioxoZcXYU1nFNrwjbiA3nH13QD3x2-07p0zCa4ijbT2apI77VuKg_-u7D7fvrNVK4wOpVaszqXQ8IyQp0a22W-lkgBhMyWNuhTyhg2Bhcd2mNUt2ibQLz0iIICpJr2BGu-OToqIGyKQ0d5_Xk0R1pddGhHIf6DRyKaMN96Ry4I6tRapirei1u5dYaQ2eFgNEd5mP8LjE8vu31YsOBQ7y7tf6tbVhzmEmzEs-rkHUUU2Bx98oHzwlY5GJGxhUTCUEHKXz2TqBjANH65rSSbAjq_7OSCdvbwdysBvIDba76aREGNCmQew4QSgUpTHjLyk-P9EE1mzbQfwbuDnINHSkMq_-0S1_DGytr6TrJYPfCXyaZxa0PyInPM3lCspSCSW9p5voH-6d8B4URp0%3D
http://links.americanexperience.wgbh.org/u/click?_t=d580955bad7c4746b6352c3f5498d530&_m=f9750161716944b6baf163619a16b61c&_e=NQ5PhdJfqLlOzxpyVlUTPCDop5kpnIQTJt0E0oBFlsNqUhkrK9zu01yH2WcYJP5kSxqXjJWJUTR_Q0ESDAQU1ZkAKo2SnC7QpXem3Jf-Cqsp0zYA3KXdRnkApcDBaKhUQ2fXlgci0T5GYAaDoejRJ2pV-CkljHEUI2PuucquC8wrZhahz8BQsqvmg6RqxRs91m69YzJFC6-ksXZVXVG98COw0X36PM6-LbdjITYmXAEi6EXPe1_l7lrJyRBIuHoIrnKCXAQN5rJMfM9nIQ-sxhLQTVShkTfMrUxtmCUS974PG_BWbuDRv-Cm6CSmRzwF9JYXUocWNZ59xRd8wOKB5HQlm2sS-CyErnlf7_iu69mDxNE6zHwkIKM4EyysIOgySlpGTA7OqiVlbyPtZh57-Q%3D%3D
http://links.americanexperience.wgbh.org/u/click?_t=d580955bad7c4746b6352c3f5498d530&_m=f9750161716944b6baf163619a16b61c&_e=NQ5PhdJfqLlOzxpyVlUTPG3eq64SioxoZcXYU1nFNrwjbiA3nH13QD3x2-07p0zCc_QB6n4jES0_1O3OTn7oLCI5J92a9qCjOjJrQOoKyfsLNGOVJ8yZD9rqkMEqC09qPz8Zpupw4LZiaKF3I-tyLRsd2cCJtQseDlZym1gPemg_yM_Ug03xKeh9wh-RTYl7e2b_6XOsbQifW2rvD4KNMjZ3SRwbIhEKMH14w5HJhCUR3bunY60DEJfrXQh8JiXVhVr30B3ce3ysJsXY9Ic4jlI1LJvSGdP0V1NCAGB9g-fthavGVwmHLPh0go3Kv_5Sa8CSf6uuCzJS9lEHSCbPW3dnhDBLq99zuoB6CDTKAVVR-AqWBwUQ-TlHvALEHZtAFhFp16P6JmFtkf4tIs6qQQ%3D%3D
http://links.americanexperience.wgbh.org/u/click?_t=d580955bad7c4746b6352c3f5498d530&_m=f9750161716944b6baf163619a16b61c&_e=NQ5PhdJfqLlOzxpyVlUTPG3eq64SioxoZcXYU1nFNrwjbiA3nH13QD3x2-07p0zCT7Iy_kyOW1G6hjUN0wIeyvxkfweFghzVKVhTVHMQQjS_lz9umwIQsVvZMC57GddT2K3wb9twzS6UaHBLz0r0EQdcPmt4kvvge3LTM2W995OmExhQpR_O2XcGVttYkxxGznsQQgdS5Sj32BUwaqBRpgKnjG9fkb4IvkT49qPtaXLHxvm-CB5XTpdAaMLtRIutZAbTi9qiYn31aneMD1aXDAIrbl7IFmw8JceVACeLqY8bkdq2yS0peuHHSaThHPXpRtgO6SV5PPlP3pdkCD_W-vdsnGGs0jWH_y7AT1V9YUcgmRfqJcB3Q_msyV3PVFfoNt2M-SLKW8Mjw4mGNKKrMNjKEOA5oeN-1NQY0GUfWcg%3D
http://links.americanexperience.wgbh.org/u/click?_t=d580955bad7c4746b6352c3f5498d530&_m=f9750161716944b6baf163619a16b61c&_e=NQ5PhdJfqLlOzxpyVlUTPCe5bAmiXxJlKEiDQrdgdPAItJoVnVcRTRGYIiKzA9PIdSRqBeUS6YgSzmbW9jWGRovTaP1y-_MnmvrpNTZuyIVgoc73anrCkLO1_0ncWQB5usuQQTI7FbmxWPT8PAWOvPVSJzwEXhPcRevpbKHQNxsMksFPGHdF_CIG3nxvdLIgzFaLYT4Nvv4kYbEgzKyhYw3QC-xzQhmVO679vl65WG0zjD0Fy6QuL2DEj7G4uKMk7h3SXqqHh1duqRki4mR1LbZScNhHJ_jhpKGe57658jAJUjsF7y5F-ux7NIMrcKpBw1pFLLhQdObhP0BLmJIrV3aE3t5GGGBfL2Q6byEeSyM%3D

